PEACE    NEGOTIATIONS

our territory by zones in a space of twenty-five days.

The Nationalist representatives refused our request with
respect to zones, but agreed that the document we
wanted should be drawn up and signed by both sides.
Lieut.-Col. Garijo of the Republican Army undertook
to draw up the document, but at six o'clock, whilst he
was still occupied in this important task, one of Franco's
representatives explained that at that moment negotiations
must be considered finally broken off, because the sym-
bolic surrender of our Air Force had not been made at
the appointed time. Our emissaries explained that on the
night of the 23rd the Council had sent a radiogram to
Burgos in which it was made clear that there was no time
to carry out the surrender within the period allowed.

In spite of the fact that it was already late, and that
flying would be dangerous on account of the atmospheric
conditions, the Nationalist representatives repeated to our
emissaries that they should leave Burgos immediately.
Our emissaries, completely taken aback by this extra-
ordinary behaviour, reached Madrid at 7.30. They at
once came to report to the Council which was already in
session. The Council, after a long deliberation, agreed
that all we could do was to try and save as much as
possible of the situation by every means in our power, and
consequently, after informing the Air Force Command,
we sent the following radiogram to Burgos:

National Council of Defence to Nationalist Government.
To-morrow, Monday, aircraft shall be handed over.
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